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Atomic Ayers

Date
1989

Primary Maker
Patrick Nagatani

Medium
dye diffusion transfer prints (triptych)

Description
The left panel features an Aboriginal man at the lower right whose face, hair and body are painted in 
traditional makeup. To the left is a tourist holding binoculars and a goanna (monitor) lizard hanging on a 
tree trunk. In the background is a large circular mesa which is surrounded by grassland and a traditionally 
dress Aboriginal man holding a walking stick. The center panel features the same imagery as the left panel 
but is toned with a red hue giving all features a red tint. The binoculars have slipped from the tourist's 
hands are floating in space. The right panel features the same landscape as the left and center panels but 
is devoid of human life and color. Only the goanna remains hanging to the tree at the left. The image has 
an overall gray tone.

Dimensions
Image (a): 20 7/8 × 24 3/4 in. (53 × 62.9 cm) Support (a): 22 × 32 1/4 in. (55.9 × 81.9 cm) Mat (a): 31 1/4 
× 34 1/4 in. (79.4 × 87 cm) Image (b): 21 × 24 7/8 in. (53.3 × 63.2 cm) Support (b): 22 × 32 in. (55.9 × 
81.3 cm) Mat (b): 31 1/4 × 34 1/4 in. (79.4 × 87 cm) Image (c): 20 3/4 × 25 1/4 in. (52.7 × 64.1 cm) 
Support (c): 22 × 32 3/8 in. (55.9 × 82.2 cm) Mat (c): 31 1/4 × 34 1/4 in. (79.4 × 87 cm)


